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Like Oprah. C1 ‘heryl Edmond. 39. discovered a half-sister
.r knew she had. Shg ‘tells Grazia about her search

she ne
fe rBarb alea, 42, and theis emotional reunion
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were dashed when 1 ealised she was
Talian it could' be her.
‘i years passed until I received

o spend money tracking her down
nder the condition they could flm
‘our reunion if they were successful

sgreed. 1 couldn'c ignore the facc chac
face had dealt me a lucky han

o weeks latr, | received the mind-
blowing news I been hoping for —

roblem - my sster, who wasliving
i Sydney, had no clue thac her

AN ETERNITY. WHEN
BACK, I SAW HOW MU
RESEMBLED MY MOT

parens had adopred her. Given the
P rcamstances, the producers agreed
hat we shouldn't appear on the shows

fesponse, 1 asked what her pame vas.

“When she told me ¢ was Barbralea,
1 broke down in tears of joy

Hhat's my — our — mothers name.”

At that, she started crying t00. 1 was
overjoyed tha she accually believed
me and, what's more, seemed happy
o know the truth about her past:

‘We spoke nonstop for che next €0

cacs, scuba diving and had sons
ame age (her youngese, Andrew is 9,

“WE HUGGED FOR WHAT SEE

"HER AND SISTERS”

{ED LIKE
SHE TOOK A STEP
BARBRALEA

he e age as my son Thomas), but
“even more mind-blowing was the ict
“he had grown upa mere Skm from
‘my home in south-wese Sydney before
Toocated to Perth with Adam in 2004

T couldne believe we'd been s0
elose to cach other for most of out
hildhood; we probably went to the
Same nigheclubs and restaurants

‘Beat ofal, she rold me her adopive
parents had taken greac car of her

‘Overjoyed, we made plans for me
o fly from Pereh to Sydney o visit
her the very same weeb

T avas sick with nerves a 1 stepped
off che plane and even bought two
bortles of wine on the way t© het
Dlace, figuring wed need some liquid
courage to break the ice!

" needn' have worried;as | pulled
into her driveway, I saw she was

Tugged for what fle like an etericy.
When she took ascep back, 135
ahocked to sec how much she actually

resembled my mother and sisers.
“The nexc five hours were spent

catching up on the 30 years we'd

Spent apae, 1 was rlicved when she

answered every question she had
They were understandably shocked

hac she'd found out but, more than
that, chey were relieved she'd taken it

‘il closer than ever before now
the truch is inally out in the open.
| stayed aca friend’ place that night

hes
‘oho's now 13 — and I ook loads of
photos o show Nan, my brothers and
Eisters and Adam and Thomas.
When 1 got home, 1 couldn’ stop
gushing aboue Barbralea. To my
Sbsolute delighe, Nan decided she
‘vanted to meet her 00 50, chree
months later, we flew her up o Perh
They had a tearful reunion and novs
hey're as thick as

eath, as we know how happy it
would make her o ce the daugheer
he never knew a par of our ives
We're scill gecting to know esch
other, but I couldn'c be more thrilled
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